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The Business License/Room Tax Review Task Force for the City of Newport met on the 
above date in Conference Room A of the Newport City Hall. In attendance were Rob 
Oberbillig, Art Moore, Steve Beck, Lee Hardy, Mike Schulz, Tracy Wiley, Mark 
McConnell, and Lon Brusselback. 
 
Staff present was City Manager Voetberg and City Recorder Hawker. 
 
RECAP AND REVIEW ORDINANCE REVISIONS 
 
Hardy developed and distributed a chart showing a comparison of existing ordinance 
provisions compared to the proposed provisions. A general discussion ensued 
regarding the stated purpose. It was noted that the transient room tax ordinance is a 
revenue producing ordinance for marketing and municipal purposes. A discussion 
ensued regarding whether the definitions are clear and simply and costs distributed 
equally. Patricia Patrick-Joling provided another comparison of business license 
provisions. Katie McNeil explained the Farmer’s Market operation. Lorna Davis 
reviewed fees paid by the Chamber for the Seafood and Wine Festival. Hardy asked 
whether a separate category is needed, with exemptions, for vendors like the Farmer’s 
Market and Seafood and Wine Festival. A discussion ensued regarding a possible event 
license and how it would be defined. It was suggested that the existing language be 
placed back in the revision. It was asked that a list of businesses operating under this 
definition be prepared for the Task Force to determine whether there is a problem. Linda 
Neigebauer noted that the existing ordinance is good. It was asked that this topic be the 
main agenda item at the next meeting. It was noted that if a non-profit opts not to obtain 
a license; each associated vendor would be required to obtain a license. It was 
suggested that hotels that host events that earn money should obtain a business license 
or work under an umbrella license. A discussion ensued as to whether the hotel would 
pay for the license or payment would be made by individual vendors. Beck noted that 
the city needs a better education program regarding licenses. Voetberg noted that 
multiple business, single location, occasional licenses cost $300, and licensees include 
the Farmer’s Market, Seafood and Wine Festival, the bead show. It was noted that the 
ongoing single location, multiple business, ongoing licensees include the Crafter’s 
Warehouse and Pirates Plunder. It was noted that some of the temporary businesses 
include fireworks, fruit, and hot dog stands. Oberbillig inquired about an event in a hotel 
such as a book signing. Wiley noted that trade shows and similar events are open to the 
public and a clear definition is needed in the ordinance regarding these activities 
occurring at hotels. 
 
 



DEVELOP NEXT AGENDA 
 
 It was agreed to discuss irregular operations, and non-constant operations involving 
vendors that may not be transient at the next meeting. 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:37 A.M. 


