
MINUTES
City of Newport Planning Commission

Work Session
Newport City Hall Conference Room A

April 9, 2018
6:00p.m.

Planning Commissioners Present: Jim Patrick, Lee Hardy, Bob Berman, Rod Croteau, Bill Bramgan, and Jim Hanselman.

Planning Commissioners Absent: Mike Franklin (excused).

PC Citizens Advisory Committee Members Absent: Karmen Vanderbeck & Dustin Capri (excused).

City Staff Present: Community Development Director (CDD) Derrick Tokos; and Executive Assistant, Sherri Marineau.

Call to Order. Chair Patrick called the Planning Commission work session to order at 6:02 p.m.

2. Unfinished Business. No unfinished business.

3. New Business.

A. Discuss Updated Wastewater Plan and Potential Policies. Tokos reviewed his PowerPoint presentation on the
updates to the City of Newport Wastewater Master Plan. He covered the existing wastewater policies. Tokos handed
out copies of OAR 660-015-0000(11) that covered Oregon’s statewide planning goals for public facilities and service.
Patrick asked what unincorporated communities were. Tokos said Seal Rock was an example of an unincorporated
community. These were communities that weren’t full cities but were at quasi urban density before they started planning.
He said these were not an issue that Newport worried about but Lincoln County had these communities. He continued
reviewing the handout. Patrick asked if section AS was water, sewer, streets and storm water. Tokos said yes and the
Port was also included. Tokos said as far as the sewer, there needed to be policies in place that would prevent the County
from issuing septic systems in quasi rural properties in the urban growth boundary. This was because it was like pulling
teeth to get someone to go from a fully functioning septic system to the public system. He said the current policy on
when they needed to connect to sewer was that people had to connect to public systems if they were located under 250
feet to the system.

Hardy asked why the distance was an exception. Tokos said it was about what was reasonable and when they looked at
exactions, they needed to say there was a rational nexus and it was roughly proportional. Hardy thought this was a
contradiction because an LID wasn’t cost prohibitive. Tokos said running a sewer line 250 feet for a residence to just
connect to City services was cost prohibitive. He said in industrial areas they used holding tanks. Hardy noted a project
on NW Brook Street that had a failed septic and was keeping the solids in a tank and pumping the effluent out to the 6th

Street. She asked if it would be something the City would extend services to down that street for. Tokos said the City
extended service only within the urban renewal areas. Outside of this, what was collected from utilities fess would
maintain the existing services and we would look for development to bear the cost of the extension. Tokos noted the
Wyndhaven Ridge development was doing a 700 foot sewer line extension. Hanselman asked about the Golf Course
Drive property. Tokos said they had to annex into the City when their septic failed and they were within 250 feet.
Berman asked if you could force anyone located within 250 feet to connect to the public system. Tokos said an onsite
sewer system connection would not be allowed unless the septic system failed and the property was within 250 feet of
the sewer line. He said what triggered a connection to the system was when owners came in to do new development or
a septic system failed. Tokos reminded that the City coordinated with the County on this. There were instances where
properties were required to connect to sewer when they were expanding. Croteau asked if there was a distance feature
for water lines. Tokos said the City didn’t have it in the Comprehensive Plan.)

Tokos covered the development assumptions and capital improvement plan next. He reviewed Part 1 of the capital
improvement plan list and noted that the Surfiand sewer extension was what would allow sewer to be brought to the
Airport. Tokos said that Running Springs was done to accommodate the homes above the McLean Point area. Croteau
asked if the City bore responsibility for commercial lines that weren’t in the right-of-way. Tokos said stormwater and
sewer lines were typically outside of the ROW and were usually within easements. He said it was rare that they were
under buildings. Hardy asked if the City knew where all the sewer lines were. Tokos said not all of them. Hardy asked
how far back competent records went. Tokos said it depended on the area. Hanselman noted the stormwater was what
was lacking in most of the area.
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Tokos covered Part 2 of the capital improvement plan list. He reviewed the policy recommendations and the general
provision policies. He handed out the current goals and policies. Patrick asked if anything would be changed. Tokos
said he didn’t see much in the way of changes. He said it was largely an update on capital for sewer. Tokos said this
could be an area to add policies for sewer overflows and he would have to coordinate it with Tim Gross. Patrick asked
if Gross could provide a cost to run a sewer line 250 feet. Tokos said it would vary with the size of the line. He would
ask for a typical cost and give some alternatives on how other jurisdictions were handling this as well.

Tokos asked for any other comments. Branigan asked what the policy was for implementation of funding on all of this.
Tokos said they didn’t have specific recommendations to raise anything with respect to the polices. He said the funding
for most of it would be coming from utility fees and revenue bonds to do projects. The new sewer would be from urban
renewal. Patrick asked about funding for Surfiand. Tokos said it would be urban renewal. Berman asked how it would
be funded for a new district. Tokos said this was already urban renewal. He said the South Beach extension was planned
to start in 2025 and urban renewal would be the funding source for it.

Tokos said he would look at the policy to see if he could tighten it up more. Patrick asked if sewer would be extended
outside of the City limits. Tokos said they had the ability to do health safety under statute but generally they required
annexing. It was a provision in the goal and statues that if you had a legitimate sanitary emergency you could do it, but
generally it wouldn’t be done if they could annex. He said he would put some health emergency language in. Berman
thought it was important to prioritize the overflows. Patrick asked if they had done Nye Beach. Tokos said they were
working on it. Croteau asked if the sewage treatment plant was in good shape. Tokos said eventually it would need to
be expanded and was something to do down the road, which included modernization. Patrick requested Tokos find out
what the size limit was for when the City would be expected to expand the plant.

4. Director’s Comments. No Director comments.

5. Adjournment. Having no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherri Marineau,
Executive Assistant
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