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Urban Renewal Questionnaire - 2015 
Thank you for contacting the City of Newport - we appreciate the feedback. 

Date: 8/3/2015 

What 

components of 

the draft urban 

renewal plans do 

you like?: 

I don't like any of it. I don't like that a residential area is included but 

construction or tectonic upgrade of essential public safety infrastucture 

such as a firestation for north Newport has been completely ruled out. 

As is working with ODOT to create a safe way to for the increasing 

number of people who walk/bicycle along highway 101 between NW 

60th and Best Western/Walmart, where a sidewalk begins. There is not 

even a continuous marked bike lane that runs on either side of that 

length of 101. Can't work with ODOT on that but CAN work with ODOT 

and apparently already have on a couplet near the hospital. And by the 

way, there has already been one "consultant's" report done on a putting 

in a couplet--because I attended an open house on just that issue years 

ago. Same route--so why is the city ready to spend more on another 

"study"? To me, it looks like residential areas on both sides of the 

highway have been included to utilize the tax dollars. A few streets will 

be paved and that will be the extent of "urban renewal" for people 

residing in those areas. Most of the money will go towards the property 

on the east side of the highway that was REZONED (10 acres) from 

residential to industrial/commercial use, was clearcut and has, for the 

most part, just sat there. Now it's been determined to be an economic 

enterprise zone but that's not enough, now people property taxes have 

to go to subsidize the construction of some businesses so whoever owns 

the property now can reap the profits. I don't see how being in this 

"urban renewal" zone benefits me or my property, I would like to be 

able to vote to withdraw from the urban renewal zone and think every 

other residential user should have that right. I think my area of Newport 

was included solely for the purpose of redirectly property tax dollars to 

subsidize even more businesses in Newport. I thought businesses were 

supposed to be contributors to town prosperity--in Newport it seems 

that they have to be continuously subsidized. 

What 3 projects 

do you feel are 

most important? 

1: 

I don't think any of them are, I think building an earthquake resistant 

fire station would be very important for north Newport 

2: 

I think making it possible for people to bicycle and walk safely from 

north Newport into "town" for jobs, schools, shopping, going to the 

library is extremely important and even though the urban renewal area 

includes that portion of 101 AND ITS RIGHT OF WAY (unsused) that's 

not on the city's list. 

3:  

Are there other 

projects that 

should be 

considered?: 

I've listed two projects I feel should be limited. Another project would 

be to construct a bypass starting at NE 73rd--which was planned years 

ago. This would enable through traffic to route 20 to bypass Newport, 

would decrease traffic moving through Newport, decrease the health 

problems stemming from particulates pollution (from all vehicles, 

particularly diesel trucks and huge RVs) and noise pollution from the 

same vehicles, particularly loud pipe vehicles, & vehicles revving and 



racing on the highway. Tourists can still drive through, people who are 

trying to get to route 20 won't. The city's willing to think about a 

couplet, why not a BYPASS from the north of town to route 20? The 

current "bypass" that uses Harney is nothing but a series of bottlenecks 

during school time and probably prevents some children who work be 

healthier because they'd walk or bicycle to school because of all the 

traffic traveling by or near 3 schools, Issac Newport, the middle school 

and the highschool. If Newport is truly interested in planning for 

expansion, a bypass is essential. It's impossible to have a highway and 

a main street simultaneously even with the current traffic loads, let 

alone the amount of traffic I'm sure the city council hopes for. It's also 

unnecessarily exposing people who live in Newport to high levels of 

pollution if they live w/in 100-200 feet of 101, let alone people who use 

101 for transport by foot or by bicycle. Since the state estimates that 

10,000 long distance cyclists use 101 every season, perhaps their 

potential spending power is worth some consideration. Another would 

be for the city manager to create a noise abatement plan to protect 

people in north Newport from low flying aircraft. The city manager can 

do this unilaterally. 

 



QUESTIONNAIRE 
NEWPORT URBAN RENEWAL 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

JULY 27, 2015 
 
What components of the draft urban renewal plans do you like? 

• Addressing blight 

• Addressing lack of affordable housing in Newport, and emphasis on encouraging 
development of affordable housing options in the central core area. 

• Development of public spaces 

 

What 3 projects do you feel are most important? 
1. Benches to encourage use of public spaces, and heavy emphasis on development of public 

spaces in general 

2. Major renovation of most buildings in downtown core 

3. Incorporating ways to beautify the city along Highway 101 (such as discouraging parking 
lots that face the highway; increasing multi-use boutique-type stores on ground floor, with 
affordable housing options on second and third floors. 

 

Are there other projects ISSUES that should be considered? 
AVOID couplet as solution to traffic in downtown core (couplets have been shown to destroy 
downtown core businesses and hamper pedestrian use.) 

 

Is there any other element of the plans on which you would like to provide input? 
No details about the envisioned development at McLean Point were provided at the meeting. The 
McLean Point area is all fill, not solid ground. It's a wildlife nesting area with wetlands, adjacent to a 
highly inflammable Northwest Natural gas holding tank—not ideal location for major industrial 
development, even though it may be zoned that way now. Newport's Comprehensive Plan's goal 
for Yaquina Bay and Estuary is to "recognize and balance the unique economic, social, and 
environmental values of that area"—and so I'm having trouble melding those aspects, integrating 
infrastructure and major development into an area unsuited for building anything permanent at all. 

From Newport's Comprehensive Plan, Goals and Policies for Yaquina Bay and Estuary: 

Policy 3a: to maintain the integrity of the estuarine ecosystem. 

Policy 13: Resource Capability Determinations – …continue to function in a manner to protect 
significant wildlife habitats, natural biological productivity, and values for scientific research and 
education. In this context, "protect" means to save or shield from loss, destruction, injury, or for 
future intended use. 

Policy 14: Resource Capability Determinations -- … and continue to function in a manner which 
conserves long term renewable resources, natural biologic productivity, recreational and aesthetic 
values, and aquaculture. In t his context "conserve" means to manage in a matter which avoids 
wasteful or destructive uses and provides for future availability. 



To the City Manager, Mayor Sandra Roumagoux, and City Councilors: 
 
I have concerns about the envisioned infrastructure development at McLean Point as part of an Urban 
Renewal area. 
 
My understanding is that Urban Renewal is used to address blight through commercial redevelopment 
due to such issues as urban blight (substandard or unsanitary area where a previously functioning part 
of a city falls into disrepair and decrepitude. It may feature de-industrialization, depopulation or 
changing population, restructuring, abandoned buildings, high local unemployment, fragmented 
families, political disenfranchisement, crime, and a desolate, inhospitable city landscape.) Other urban 
renewal issues address irregularity of plots, inadequacy of the streets, diversity of land ownership 
making assemblage of property difficult, incompatibility of existing mixture of residential and industrial 
property, overcrowding, incidence of crime, lack of sanitation, the drain an area makes on municipal 
services, fire hazards, traffic congestion and pollution. But I believe McLean Point is entirely outside 
those parameters. 
 
The McLean Point area is all fill, not solid ground. It's a wildlife nesting area with wetlands, adjacent to 
Northwest Natural's highly inflammable Liquid Natural Gas holding tank. I do not believe it is an ideal 
location for major industrial development, even though it may be zoned that way now. 
 
In the past, it was suggested that the area be turned into a park, a place to hold festivals (the Celtic 
Festival was a potential user because it was better protected than South Beach regarding summer 
wind), and/or developed into a more official wildlife area, which seems a better fit for the property. 
 
 From Newport's Comprehensive Plan, Goals and Policies for Yaquina Bay and Estuary: 
Policy 3a: to maintain the integrity of the estuarine ecosystem. 
Policy 13: Resource Capability Determinations – …continue to function in a manner to protect 
significant wildlife habitats, natural biological productivity, and values for scientific research and 
education. In this context, "protect" means to save or shield from loss, destruction, injury, or for future 
intended use. 
Policy 14: Resource Capability Determinations -- … and continue to function in a manner which 
conserves long term renewable resources, natural biologic productivity, recreational and aesthetic 
values, and aquaculture. In t his context "conserve" means to manage in a matter which avoids 
wasteful or destructive uses and provides for future availability. 
 
For the reasons stated above, I ask that the $5 million on the table to address McLean Point as a target 
of Newport Urban Renewal plans be scrutinized further. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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