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MOMBETSU DELEGATION TO VISIT NEWPORT 
 
A delegation of 19 members from Newport’s Sister City of Mombetsu, Japan will 

visit Newport over Memorial Day weekend. They will arrive on Friday, May 25, 

and on Monday, May 28. While this is a very quick visit, plans are well underway 

to make it as interesting and fun as possible. 

 

The Sister City Committee, with help from the Newport Rotary Club, is planning 

the dedication of the recently renovated Mombetsu Park on SW Neff Way. The 

dedication will occur at 11:00 A.M., on May 26, and the public is invited to attend.  

The Rotary Club received a matching grant from Rotary International, and has 

worked hard to make the park a beautiful space.  

 

Two new benches will be dedicated to Connie Gates, who began the Sister City 

program, and to Gene Bateman, a long-time participant. The second bench will 

be dedicated to Norm Winningstad, who visited Mombetsu several times and was 

always involved with the visits to Newport. The people of Mombetsu made a 

special donation in Winningstad’s name to be used for the bench.   

 

Several local artists, including Kelly Barker, Lon Brusselback, and Steve Dennis 

worked on the lantern, the monument, and the benches that will go into the park.  

Mark Hanrahan, Steve Driver, Rob Thompson, and Road and Driveway also 

contributed to the project. Newport Rotarians matched a special grant from 

Rotary of Oregon to fund the project and spent several Saturdays cleaning up 

and planting new vegetation in the park. 

 

On Sunday the May 27, from 6:30 – 8:30 P.M., a farewell dinner will be held at the 

Rogue Brewery in South Beach. This event is open to everyone, and the cost is 



$20 per person, with a no-host bar. If you would like to attend, an RSVP is 

required by Wednesday, May 23. RSVP’s can be made to Cindy at 

541.270.9784, or by email to mcconn@charter.net. 

 

During this visit, the Mombetsu guests will have an opportunity to tour OCCC, 

NOAA-MOC-P, the Aquarium, and several local businesses, as well as enjoy the 

natural beauty of our area. Anyone interested in being a part of the Sister City 

Committee should contact Cindy at 541.270.9784, or Paul Brookhyser at 

541.265.8023. 
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