
RESOLUTION NO. 3560 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO THE 

SOUTH BEACH URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AND REPORT 

FINDINGS: 

1. City of Newport adopted a South Beach Urban Renewal Plan and Report ("Plan"), dated 
September 12, 1983, by Ordinance No. 1341, and Lincoln County did subsequently approve 
the Plan by Resolution 83-26-9. Seven amendments to the Plan have been previously 
adopted with the most recent being Amendment 7, dated November 2010. 

2. The Plan identifies a need for tsunami evacuation route improvements in South Beach. 

Newport Urban Renewal Agency has identified high ground at the south base of the Yaquina 
Bridge ("Safe Haven Hill") as a site to investigate and, if suitable, enhance as an evacuation 
destination for portions of South Beach. The property is roughly 6.5 acres in size and is 
owned by the State of Oregon. 

4. Consistent with ORS 457.085 the Urban Renewal Agency must amend the Plan to 
specifically identify Safe Haven Hill as a project before urban renewal funds can be 
expended. It is further necessary to amend the phasing and financing of projects outlined in 
the Plan to allow the $200,000 envisioned for tsunami evacuation route work to be expended 
in fiscal year 2011/2012. 

5. Portions of South Beach, particularly those areas north of SE 32 nd  Street, lack an accessible 
location for use by the public in the event of a tsunami resulting from a Cascadia Subduction 
Zone earthquake. Experts estimate that a tsunami of this nature will inundate the Oregon 
coast within 15 to 30 minutes. Safe Haven Hill is the only natural feature in the area with 
sufficient elevation to serve as an evacuation destination given this short amount of time. 
This portion of South Beach is a major employment and recreational area. Community 
partners such as the Hatfield Marine Science Center, the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Rogue Brewery, Oregon Coast Aquarium and the Port of 
Newport rely upon or benefit from this site as an evacuation destination for their employees 
and visitors. The lack of suitable access to Safe Haven Hill leaves the public at risk and 
serves as an impediment to future economic growth. With the recent tsunami in Japan, and 
resulting wave surge in Lincoln County, there is a heightened awareness of tsunami risks 
and the potential for grant funding to supplement the Urban Renewal Agency's resources. 
For these reasons, it is appropriate for the Agency to make this project a priority at this time. 

6. Tsunami evacuation route improvements are currently programmed for Phase 2 of the Plan, 
which anticipates the expenditure occurring between 2013 and 2016. Shifting this project to 
Phase 1 allows the funds to be expended in the current fiscal year. To off-set this change, so 
that the revenue estimates of each Plan phase are maintained, it is necessary to shift funding 
for another project from Phase 1 to Phase 2. In this case, $200,000 identified for right-of-
way acquisition can be moved to Phase 2, as there is no imminent right-of-way acquisitions 
planned within the Urban Renewal District. 

7. Changes to the Plan are outlined in detail in Minor Amendment Eight to the South Beach 
Urban Renewal Plan and Report, and are consistent with the requirements for minor 
amendments set forth in Chapter 457 of the Oregon Revised Statutes and the third 
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amendment to the South Beach Urban Renewal Plan and Report, dated September 11, 1991, 
by Ordinance 91-4, which contains the provisions for amending the Plan. While minor 
amendments, as opposed to Substantial Amendments, are not required to be recorded, a copy 
of this Minor Amendment should nonetheless be filed with the Lincoln County Clerk to 
maintain a clear record of the amendments to the Plan. Copies of this Minor Amendment 
should also be provided to taxing entities within the district. 

8. The Newport City Council and Urban Renewal Agency considered Minor Amendment Eight 
to the South Beach Urban Renewal Plan and Report at a public meeting on October 17, 2011 
and voted to approve the Eighth Amendment. 

THE CITY OF NEWPORT RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Minor Amendment Eight to the South Beach Urban Renewal Plan and Report is 
hereby adopted as attached in Exhibit A. 

Section 2. The Executive Director of the Newport Urban Renewal Agency is hereby directed to 
record Minor Amendment Eight to the South Beach Urban Renewal Plan and Report with the 
Lincoln County Clerk and shall distribute a copy of the adopted document to the governing 
bodies of the taxing entities within the district. 

Section 3. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

Adopted by the Newport City Council and the Newport City Council acting as the Newport 
Urban Renewal Agency on October 17, 2011. 

Signed on 

 

, 2011. 

  

Mark McConnell 
Mayor 

Jeff Bertu e 
Chair, Newport Urban Renewal Agency 

ATTEST: 
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