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Incident:   Retirement of Police Canine Eyan   
 
Location:  Newport, Oregon 
 
Details:        The Newport Police Department announces the ret irement of 
Drug Canine Eyan, who wil l retire from service November 30, 2014.  
 
Eyan began his career with the Newport Police Department on November 7, 2008.  
Eyan originally worked with Canine Handler TJ Eriksen, who init iated the Newport 
Police Canine Program. The Newport Police Department was awarded a federal 
grant in August 2008 which, supplemented by donations, allowed the Department 
to purchase Eyan and related equipment. Eyan f lew from the Czech Republic to 
Portland, and immediately began training as a drug detection canine.  He and 
Off icer Eriksen then traveled to Riverside, California for their init ial training, 
returning to Oregon just before Christmas. On Eyan’s f irst shif t in patrol, he 
assisted with an arrest by locating methamphetamine inside  a truck.  Eyan worked 
with Off icer Eriksen through 2011, when Off icer Eriksen took a law enforcement 
position in another city.  During Eyan’s tenure with Off icer Eriksen, Eyan was 
deployed 231 times, and linked to 147 arrests.   
 
After Off icer Eriksen’s departure from the Newport Police Department, Newport 
Police Off icer Keith Garrett was selected as Eyan’s handler on August 14, 2011.  
Off icer Garret and Eyan began training immediately, and developed a strong 
working relat ionship and bond.  They successful ly passed all cert if ication training 
and picked up where Off icer Eriksen and Eyan left off .  
 
During Eyan’s tenure with Off icer Garrett , Eyan was deployed 149 times and 
linked to mult iple arrests.  Eyan had been used by numerous agencies in Lincoln, 
Til lamook, Linn, and Benton Counties.  During his career, Eyan directly assisted 
in the seizure of more than $100,000 of drug money.  He has successfully 
detected every drug he’s trained to locate, which includes Methamphetamine, 
Marijuana, Cocaine (crack and regular), and Heroin.  
 
Eyan has not only been inf luential in drug arrests during his career, he has been 
one of our most recognized off icers.  Eyan and his handlers have made numerous 
presentat ions to community organizations, including the Newport Seni or Center, 
Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce, Ocean Spray Community Center, and 
the Lincoln County Chapter of the National Active and Retired Federal 
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Employees. In addition, the Newport Police Department canine team partnered 
with the Lincoln County School Distr ict to conduct multiple routine and 
preventat ive drug searches of schools. Eyan has been a welcomed guest at our 
area schools, and aided in providing drug detect ion and drug awareness.   
 
Eyan has reached a point in his career where his age is begi nning to catch up 
with him.  While he has been an outstanding member of the Newport Police 
Department, and a very well -known community member, it  is t ime for him to enjoy 
his t ime as a family pet.  Eyan wil l remain with Off icer Garrett  as he transitions 
from Police Canine to family pet.  
 
Due to the success that Eyan and his handlers have had, the Newport Police 
Department intends to continue the legacy created by Eyan with a new police 
canine.  Select ing a new canine team is a lengthy process.  While we have not 
yet identif ied a timeline, our goal is to acquire the funding needed to purchase 
and train a new canine team in the near future.  
 
Off icer Eriksen and Off icer Garrett  did outstanding jobs developing Eyan as an 
excellent drug detection canine.  We thank them for their contributions to the 
Newport Police Department Canine Team.  
 
The Newport Police Department will hold a retirement celebrat ion for Eyan at 
Newport City Hall on November 25, 2014 at 6:00 pm.  The public is encouraged 
to attend to say farewel l to Eyan.  

 

# # # 
 

Information Released By: Lt. Jason Malloy, 541-574-3348  


