
Newport Police Department 
169 SW Coast Highway 

Newport, Oregon 97365  
 

 NPD MEDIA RELEASE 01/05/2012   3:20 p.m.  
 
Incident:  Sexual Assault Case#: 11N-02203 
 
Location: South Beach 
 
Date/Time: December 24, 2011 
 
Victim: Newport Resident Female 
 
Suspect:   Thomas Phillip Acosta, age 50 of Seattle  
 
Details:  On Saturday, December 24, 2011, the Newport Police 
Department received a report that a vict im had disappeared, and her family was 
unable to locate or contact her.  She was last seen with her boyfriend, Thomas 
Phil l ip Acosta, from the Seattle area.  The victim’s family was concerned for her 
safety. 
 
Due to the concern for the victim’s safety and the circumstances, the Lincoln 
County Major Crime Team was activated.  The detectives worked dil igently, 
determining that the victim and Acosta may have traveled to California.  On 
Saturday, December 31st, the victim was able to escape from Acosta in Redding 
California. 
 
The victim was placed in contact with the Redding Police Department, where it 
was determined that she had not sustained serious injuries.  Family members 
drove to Redding, and brought her back to Newport.  Following interviews, it  
was determined that the victim had been taken into California against her wil l ,  
and had been sexually assaulted. 
 
On Thursday, January 4, 2012 the case was presented to the Lincoln County 
Grand Jury. An arrest warrant was subsequently issued for Acosta on charges 
of:  Sodomy I, two counts of Sexual Penetration, Rape I, three counts of Sex 
Abuse II, Coercion, two counts of Strangulation, three counts of Assault IV, 
Menacing, and Unlawful Use of a Weapon.  Bail on the warrant was 
$1,000,000.00.  The FBI was working to obtain a federal warrant for Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Prosecution.  There may be other charges pending elsewhere in 
Oregon and California. 
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Major Crime Team detectives worked with Redding Police detectives to locate 
Acosta.  Today, at 12:22 p.m., Acosta was observed in a Redding shopping 
mall. He was taken into custody without incident by the Redding Police 
Department.  He has been booked into the Shasta County Jail where he wil l  
await extradit ion to Oregon. 
 
The Lincoln County Major Crime Team is comprised of detectives from the 
Newport Police Department, Lincoln City Police Department, Toledo Police 
Department, Lincoln County Sheriff ’s Off ice, Lincoln County District Attorney’s 
Office, and the Oregon State Police.  Other agencies that assisted with the 
investigation were the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Redding Police 
Department, Oregon Department of Justice, and the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service. 
 
Anyone who may be famil iar with Acosta is asked to contact NPD Det. Brent 
Gainer at 541-574-3348. 
 
Photographs with this media release include a driver l icense photo of Acosta, 
and a photo of Acosta and an unidentif ied Redding Police Department off icer at 
the t ime of Acosta’s arrest. 
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Information Released By:  Chief Mark J. Miranda, 541-574-3348 
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