Mayor Sandra Roumagoux proclaimed April as
Distracted Driving Awareness Month in Newport at T _ Q) ;@“ﬁ
the City Council meeting on April 18, 2016. Officer
Brad Purdom spoke to the council members and the
audience on the dangers of distracted driving.
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PROCLAMATION
Distracted Driving Awareness Month
April 2016

AN

WHEREAS, distracted driving can result in injuries and deaths 1o (RS
moterists, pedestrians and bicyclists; and

WHEREAS, the health and well-being of Newport's citizens are a direct
result of increased awareness about the dangers of distracted driving; and

WHEREAS, distracled driving occurs when drivers divert their attention
away from the task of driving to focus on another activity, and such
distractions endanger drivers’ passengers and bystander’s safety; and (it

WHEREAS, 80% of all crashes and 65% of all near-crashes can be KX
attributed to some form of driver distraction, which is much greater than the
number of crashes caused by any other distraction; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that 1.6 million crashes per year can be
attributed to cell phone talking and texting while driving; and

WHEREAS, distracted driving is a serious, life-threatening practice that [
is preventable; and W

WHEREAS, in order to reduce the number of crashes as well as improve
driver safety, Newport moltorists should dedicate themselves to adopting &
and maintaining safe behavior while behind the wheel;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Sandra Roumagoux, Mayor of the City of
Newport, hereby proclaim April as Distracted Driving Awareness Month in J
the City of Newport, and | call this observance to the attention of all citizens OGN
and encourage all cilizens of Newport to increase their awareness of the
dangers of distracted driving, and promise to protect each other on the road B
through distraction-free driving behavior.
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Dated April 18, 2016.
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Sandra N. Roumagbux, Eiyor

APRIL TRAFFIC SAFETY TIP o
April is
April is National Distracted Driving Awareness g
Month. According to www.distraction.gov: Na“onal

Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a Distracted D[ivi ng

person's attention away from the primary task of

driving. All distractions endanger driver, passenger, Awaleness

and bystander safety. These types of distractions
include:

e Texting

e Using a cell phone or smartphone
e Eating and drinking

e Talking to passengers

e Grooming

e Reading, including maps

e Using a navigation system

e Watching a video




e Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player

Nationally in 2013, 3,154 people were killed in motor
vehicle crashes involving a distracted driver and an
additional 424,000 were injured.

The Newport Police Department would like to remind
you that officers will be paying special attention this

month to distracted driving related behaviors.

U Text. U Drive. U Pay.

i #lustDrive!

Any distraction puts the
driver, passengers, and
all roadway users at risk.
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POTENTIAL DISTRACTIONS




